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ldentifying sources
* There are two types of sources that historians
use to reconstruct past events.

* 1) Primary sources — sources produced by
Individuals who actually participated in the
historical events that the sources described.

» 2)Secondary sources — sources that synthesize
primary source data into a single account of
histeric events. These also often seek to
analyze, interpret, and/or evaluate the events
they describe.
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CERTIFICATE OF MARRIAGE

W DKoo Coundy, Towa, according to law, and by authority and license under
the sea,L of the Dbsmct Court, I duly
JOINED IN MARRIAGE

%M \

(Fiven under my hand this.. - / ’y Aay of -
MARRIAGE SOLEMNIZED IN PRESENCE OF
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10th U.S. Infantry,
2nd Battalion
Leaving Cars

oMay 20, 1898
Thomas A. Edison




Reliability of primary sources

* Pros —documented by eyewitness; often
documented close In time to actual event;
a picture is worth 1,000 words

» Cons — limited In scope to participants
Involvement; may relay the bias of the
Individual, damaged or incompleteness. of
record may be misleading; photos can/de
doctored
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THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

to Know about American History
buit Never Learned
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Reliabllity of secondary sources

* Pros — synthesizes large amounts of primary
source material for the “big picture;” supposed
to be free from bias; provides deeper context
and perspective on events

« Cons — usually written after long periods have
elapsed after original event; construction
Involves interpretation of sources that may not
pbe universally accepted.



